
 

Goldsboro Choice Neighborhoods Initiative  
Highlights of the Goldsboro Neighborhood Survey Results  

 
 

The University of Central Florida (UCF) conducted 200 face-to-face surveys with current Goldsboro Neighborhood 
residents and former Sanford Housing Authority (SHA) relocated residents from September thru December 2016.  The 
following are highlights from the survey:  
 

 Most liked aspects of Goldsboro.  Both groups selected the same three things they like most about living in 
Goldsboro:  

o Churches/ places of worship  
o Living close to family and friends  
o Goldsboro is an affordable place to live 

 Neighborhood improvements.  The top three most needed improvements in Goldsboro are as follows:   

Former SHA residents:      Goldsboro residents: 
1. Less crime/violence (64.1%)              1. Beautifying the neighborhood (48.1%) 
2. Better street lighting (31.5%)   2. Less crime/violence (37.0%)  
3. Beautifying the neighborhood (29.3%)  3. Better transportation options 29.6%) 

 Public safety.  The majority of Goldsboro residents think their neighborhood is safe (56%) or somewhat safe 
(28%) during the day, very safe in their homes (76%), but very unsafe/somewhat unsafe (30%) at night.  The 
majority of Goldsboro residents report getting along with one another (74%). 

 Transportation. Slightly more than half of residents own a car.  Many rely on public transit or walking to get to 
their destinations.  Lack of transportation is a somewhat to very big problem for 51% of Goldsboro residents and 
38% of relocated SHA residents.  27% of Goldsboro residents need immediate transportation assistance. 

 Barriers to employment.  Unemployed residents who are currently looking for work said the following make it 
hard to find or keep work: 

Relocated SHA residents:    Goldsboro residents: 
1. No job opportunities available (46.7%)           1. Lack of transportation (35.7%) 
2. Criminal Record (33.3%)     2. Affordable child care (21.4%)  
3. Lack of Transportation (33.3%)        3. Criminal record (21.4%) 

 Food insecurity.  46.8% of relocated SHA residents and 52.8% of Goldsboro residents report that they either 
worry “often” or “sometimes” that they will run out of food before they have money to buy more.  

 Health concerns.  

o Only half of residents report that they have a primary care doctor.  More than 1 in 5 residents go to a 
hospital or urgent care center most often when they are sick or in need of health advice. 

o Doctor’s offices (such as dental office, health clinic, and so forth) was among the top three types of 
businesses that Goldsboro residents desire in the neighborhood. 

o Although the majority reported their health as good or excellent, half of residents in both groups have a 
household member with hypertension.  In addition, rates of diabetes; asthma (among adults and 
children); extreme anxiety, depression and other mental health issues; and weight problems are higher 
than you would expect to see on average in Seminole County. 

o The following are the three most common unmet health needs: 

Relocated SHA residents:      Goldsboro residents: 
1. Dental Services (40.2%)               1. Dental Services (45.5%) 
2. Physical fitness/exercise programs (38.0%)    2. Eye care (33.3%)  
3. Nutrition/healthy cooking (29.3%)        3. Physical fitness/exercise programs (32.4%) 



 Unmet needs. The following are the top unmet needs that are not health related: 

Relocated SHA residents:      Goldsboro residents: 
1. Transportation assistance (38.0%)                1. Computer training (28.7%) 
2. Computer training (33.7%)    2. Budgeting/financial literacy/credit (27.8%) 
3. Budgeting/financial literacy/credit (30.4%)     3. Youth programs (27.8%) 

 Out-of-School Time Programs:  Less than half of Goldsboro students and less than one-third of relocated SHA 
students participate in an after-school program.  Of those that do, nearly half are in a sports/recreation 
program.  Few report participating in tutoring, mentoring, college prep or arts/ music programs.  The most 
common barriers to participation are lack of transportation and program cost. 

 Early Education.  More than half of Goldsboro children under the age of five (57.2%) attend a program outside 
the home compared to 30.8% of relocated SHA residents.  However, most are in in-home daycare where the 
quality of the early learning experience is not clear.  None of those surveyed have a child in the Seminole County 
Public School’s free Pre-K program.   

 
The following table displays the demographic information for both relocated SHA residents and Goldsboro residents 
who participated in the survey.   

  Relocated 
SHA Residents  

Goldsboro 
Residents 

  N=92 N=108 

Age    18-24  -- 4.6% 
    25-40  41.3% 24.1% 
    41-54  26.1% 25.9% 
    55-61  9.8% 14.8% 
    62 or older  22.8% 29.6% 
    Missing -- 0.9% 

Gender    Male  13.0% 33.3% 
    Female  87.0% 66.7% 

Race    Black/ African American  94.6% 95.4% 
    Caucasian/ white  1.1% 3.7% 
    Other  4.3% 0.9% 

Home    Rent home  100% 60.2% 
    Own home  -- 34.3% 
    Other  5.6% 

Income    Under $10,000  57.6% 31.5% 
    $10,000 to $29,999 22.8% 25.0% 
    $30,000 to $49,999  3.3% 11.1% 
    $50,000 or more  -- 4.6% 
    Prefer not to answer  16.3% 27.8% 

Education    Less than high school  43.5% 24.1% 
    High school degree or GED  37.0% 34.3% 
    Some college  14.1% 17.6% 
    Associate's degree  3.3% 11.1% 
    Bachelor's degree or higher  2.2% 13.0% 

Employment    Full time (more than 30 hours per week)  17.4% 23.1% 
    Part time  9.8% 10.2% 
    Unemployed and not currently looking for work  9.8% 5.6% 
    Unemployed and currently looking for work  16.3% 13.0% 
    Not currently able to work due to disability  37.0% 24.1% 
    Retired  9.8% 24.1% 

 

Complete survey results are available at www.choosegoldsboro.com 

http://www.choosegoldsboro.com/

