
  

 
 
 

 
 

Joint EDUCATION & PUBLIC SAFETY Working Group Session 
Meeting Notes – 08.15.17 
Participants: (see attached sign in sheets) 
 
 
1. Welcome and Introductions 

Kenneth Bentley, co-chair of the Education Working Group, and Lieutenant Perkins, co-chair of the 
Public Safety Working Group, facilitated a round of introductions.  

 
2. Review of Meeting Minutes from July 10 and July 11, 2017 and updated matrices 

The minutes from the prior meetings of the Education and Public Safety working groups as well as 
the updated matrices were provided for participants to review; any comments or clarifications to 
these minutes are welcomed.   
 

3. Overview of the Youth Summit 
Patrice Washington and Brit Henderson provided an overview of the 2nd annual Youth Summit held 
at the Westside Community Center on July 26.  Originally conceived as part of the District 2 Crime 
Task Force, the intent of the event is to bridge the gap between law enforcement and youth by 
fostering mutual respect.  The theme of last year’s event was “Getting Home Safe” and the theme 
this year was “The Skin I’m In.” The event was sponsored by the City of Sanford’s Recreation 
Department and hosted by Monica May of Star 94.5; a panel of police officers and attorneys also 
participated.  Teens roll-played interaction with the police at traffic stops.  There was also a 
discussion about human trafficking.  Approximately 90 teens and 30 parents participated.  Given the 
on-air announcements on 94.5, participants do come from far afield and all are welcome but the 
event attempts to target youth from Goldsboro and the Westside Community Center.  There is a 
commitment to continuing the event on July 26 every year from 6:00-8:30 at the Westside 
Community Center. 
 
Youth were asked to complete a 6-question and 35-question survey as part of the event.  A 
summary of the survey is still in progress and will be shared at a later date.  However, Patrice and 
Brit noted that overall most youth felt safe in their neighborhood.  When asked about the biggest 
challenges in the neighborhood, the youth noted the following:  Quality of schools, People selling 
drugs, Lack of childcare (many youth are responsible for caring for their younger siblings), Fear of 
being attacked and robbed/gangs, Shootings and violence, Inappropriate sexual conduct, and 
Trash/junk. 
 

4. Out-of-School Time program:  Several key providers in and around Goldsboro presented 
information about their programming… 
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Boys and Girls Club, Travis Knight 
This free after-school program is available to children age 6-18 at the Westside Community Center.  
The Boys and Girls Club offers five core programs: Character and Leadership Development; Health 
and Life Skills; Education and Career Development; the Arts; and Sports, Fitness and Recreation.  
Programming for elementary students runs until 6:00pm but the program continues from 6:00 until 
9:00pm for teens. Graduates are also welcome back as ongoing mentoring and “touch-ins” are key 
to helping troubled kids.  

Transportation to the center is provided by SCPS after school but students are responsible for their 
own way home.  A snack is provided after school for all students and dinner is available to the teens 
in the evening.  There is a one-hour window where students must read.  They also get assistance 
with homework and academic enrichment immediately afterschool.  Tutors are also available to 
provide support.  Leadership development and college tours are also key elements of the program. 
Programming is offered year-round, including school holidays, and summer programs operate from 
7:00am-6:00pm (snack and lunch provided).  

Approximately 190-200 kids in total are served.  Approximately half of the youth are served via 21st 
Century (see below) and the other half come from non-target schools.  Travis noted that some of 
the challenges come from kids having kids and the difficulty of engaging parents. 

21st Century, Sheryl Jones 
This federally-funded program is available to students in grades K-12 who attend one of the target 
schools:  Goldsboro, Bentley, Idyllwilde, Crystal Lake, Sanford Middle, Millennium, and Crooms.  The 
objective of the program is to enhance the regular school day through high-quality academic and 
personal enrichment in the areas of reading, mathematics and science with a focus on literacy. All 
services and activities provided are free to the students and their families. Typically, there is one 
hour of academics provided by SCPS teachers that includes homework help and tutoring as well as 
project-based learning that offers hand-on activities to engage and teach students. Often 
programming is structured around themes like engineering and coding for younger students and 
mobile app development and cyber security for older students.  There are also personal enrichment 
activities offered in conjunction with the Boys and Girls Club that includes activities like Drumline, 
Drama and High Step Team.  In addition, there are monthly family engagement workshops and 
activities but these are not always well attended.  The program is in year four of a five-year grant.  
The intent is to reapply for funding to continue the services. 

Westside Community Center Mentoring Program, Britt Henderson 
The mentoring program has evolved over time.  Originally envisioned as Black Men Gathering it 
transformed into Boys and Men Gathering and then to GAME (Getting All Males Equipped).  Now 
the program engages with both young men and young women every Thursday for two hours from 
6:30-8:30. The program is intended to help kids cultivate a positive outlook on life, foster self-
esteem, develop career goals, promote positive interaction with law enforcement, discuss dating 
and healthy relationships and learn to give back to the community.   

A key element of the program is cultural exposure.  College tours and other excursions to places like 
NASA, Human Rights Service Center in Atlanta, Duke Energy Academy and aviation camp help youth 
get out of town to see and experience new places.  Intergenerational programming with the WCC 
Seniors is also organized.  Britt also noted the need for consistency in kids’ lives since they often 
don’t have enough at home as well as the need for “real” talk with people who have been there and 
done that.  Sometimes he questions whether he is getting through but many youth come back to say 
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the mentoring has made a difference.  He ended with a comment that children are our “now” not 
just our future; it takes a village. 

YELDA Program, Patrice Washington 
The Youth Education Leadership Development Program (YELDA) is summer employment program 
run by the Goldsboro Front Porch Council with City funding since 2001.  Recently the program 
partnered with Career Source to provide paid internships to learn.  The 8-week program (which 
includes a 1-week orientation) is available to youth ages 16-19 and offers real world experience that 
is education based.  Youth learn soft skills and responsibility while also earning $9/hour for 20 hours 
per week. 
 
Last Best Chance Program, Kenneth Bentley 
This credit recovery program has been offered at the Goldsboro Front Porch Council since 2008.  It is 
available to students ages 16-20 from all nine high schools county-wide.  Operated from 5:00-
8:00pm, the program provides remedial classes taught by SCPS teachers free of charge.  Participants 
are able to complete required courses to graduate and earn a high school diploma from their 
original high school.  The program also offers college trips and other activities to expand students’ 
horizons.  Mr. Bentley noted that youth from the community need to be encouraged to take 
advantage of the opportunity; too many fail to do so due to stigma/embarrassment.  Grant funding 
via the United Way recently expired but a funding request with the Orlando Magic is pending. 
 
Kid Zone & Beyond (formerly Extended Day), Dr. Camaille Shepard 
SCPS offers school-based before and after-school care for a fee at all its elementary schools except 
for Hamilton (due to a lack of participation).  Last year, SCPS piloted a program at the middle school 
and beginning with the 2017/18 school year will offer before- and after-school care or some combo 
at all the middle schools.  Before school care starts at 7:00am.  After-school care goes from school 
dismissal to 7:00pm.  The intent is to meet the needs of working parents by offering a safe, 
accessible affordable program while also helping to enrich children via various fun and educational 
activities.  At the elementary schools, students receive a snack and assistance with homework as 
well as recreation and literacy activities.  At the middle school, enrichment activities include science, 
art, chess, hip hop dance, sports and more. For more information, Dr. Shepard can be reached at 
(407) 320-9300 or at 239 Reinhardt Road, Crystal Lake or you can visit the SCPS website at: 
https://www.scps.k12.fl.us/district/departments/extended-day/ 

 
Discussion:  Research shows that quality out-of-school time programs can have a positive impact 
on academic performance in addition to personal development. Based upon the UCF resident 
survey, only 40% of Goldsboro youth are engaged in an out-of-school time program.  What would 
it take to double that figure? 

• Some of the local providers noted that multiple programs operate out of a single facility, 
namely the Westside Community Center.  Space is constrained and co-mingling the range of 
age groups is not ideal.  High school age kids are not as engaged in the existing programs 
and would benefit from their own space. 

• Members of Goldsboro Front Porch Council also noted that the limited space available for 
the ACT/SAT inhibits their ability to take on more students. 

• There was interest in creating a youth center that could be citywide but located in 
Goldsboro. 

• The idea of joint-use agreements with SCPS was floated.  There was also a suggestion to 
explore official partnerships with the churches to offer programming after hours. 

• Additional funding is needed to grow existing programs. 

https://www.scps.k12.fl.us/district/departments/extended-day/


4 

• Partnerships are critical but it is imperative to identify “the right people” in order to be
successful in serving youth.

5. Presentations from other newcomers to the Education working group:

Murthie’s Day Care:  Marilyn Martin provided an overview of her family-owned center located at
1611 Murthie’s Drive that was founded over 70 years ago by her mother.  Ms. Martin has been a
childcare provider herself for 40 years.  The center has capacity for 142 kids ages 6 weeks and up but
enrollment is currently very low.  Hours of operation are from 6:00am to 12:00 midnight.  She offers
a qualified staff with creative curriculum that includes field trips, music and ballet as well as drum
lessons.  The program is also a school readiness eligible programs, so qualified parents can get
financial assistance to enroll their child.

Tutor Doctor:  Tutor Doctor provides in-home tutoring for students of all ages including adults.  It is
a fee based service ($45/hour) and has been operating in Sanford for 1.5 years.  Even though there
is a cost for this service, the organization is interested to explore opportunities to help address
literacy issues in the Goldsboro community.

Seminole County Victim’s Services:  Sandra Blanding explained that crisis responders provide 24-
hour services to crime victims.  Most of the focus of the department is on victims of domestic
violence and the elderly.  Of the 5000 reported victims last year, 2000 are the result of domestic
violence.  While they do not provide financial assistance, they can make referrals for burial and
other services.

6. Facilitator for meetings between community and law enforcement:  The City received a proposal
from a nationally-recognized expert.  However, Lt. Blue suggested that he knew someone local that
might be a good candidate and would like an opportunity to consult this individual about submitting
a proposal for consideration too.  Andrew Thomas from the City will follow up with Lt. Blue
regarding his suggestion so that we can finalize the facilitator selection quickly and proceed with the
dialogues.

7. Next Meetings:

Public Safety: Mon, September 11 at 6:00pm at Goldsboro Front Porch
Topics:  Dates/meetings for Facilitator, Review and update the matrix, Ideas for engaging youth 

Education: Wed, September 13 at 10:00am at Goldsboro Front Porch  
Topics:  Alternative education and supports to ensure all youth successfully graduate from high 
school 

For more information about the CNI Planning Process and/or other working groups, visit 

Website:  www.ChooseGoldsboro.com 
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/choosegoldsboro 

CNI office at 120 Lexington Green Lane 

http://www.choosegoldsboro.com/
http://www.facebook.com/choosegoldsboro







