
  

 
 
 

 
 

EDUCATION Working Group Session 
Meeting Notes – 11.08.17 
Participants: (see attached sign in sheets) 
 
 
1. Welcome and Introductions 

Mr. Bentley, of Goldsboro Front Porch Council and Seminole County Public Schools, opened the 
meeting and facilitated a round of introductions. See attached sign-in sheets for list of participants.  
 
Mr. Bentley noted that attendance was low.  Tamara Johnson, CNI Project Director, noted that we 
had the same issue the previous evening in the Health Working Group and that co-chair, Mr. 
McQueen, had challenged those present to reach out to residents and colleagues to ask them to 
come back to the meetings so that we can start strong at our next meeting in early 2018. 

 
2. Review of Meeting Minutes from October 10, 2017 

The minutes for the Education Working Group meeting were provided for participants to review; 
any comments or clarifications to these minutes are welcomed. 
 

3. Review of updated draft matrix for Health strategies 
The updated draft matrix with the additional strategies related to Objective 5: Provide alternative 
education supports and programming to ensure all youth successfully graduate from high school 
was provided to the group; any comments on or suggested edits to the matrix are welcomed. 
 
Kathy Carton from EJP Consulting Group also noted that, in working with the CNI team and the 
Steering Committee, we are reorganizing the overarching organization of the Transformation Plan.  
A copy of the draft Organization of Strategies matrix was provided for working group review and 
comment.  The intent is to include all of the goals and strategies articulated by the Education 
Working Group in the Education matrix to date under the new overarching goal: Invest In Our 
Children. 
 
Latoya Presod of Community Health Interventions noted that there was no reference to cultural 
competencies is the new Organizational Structure.  She noted that this needs to be reflected in both 
the Health and Education goals and strategies. 
 

4. Community Fair #3 and HGB Ribbon Cutting 
Kathy Carton shared a copy of the results from one of the feedback exercises- Proposed People 
Strategies.  Several education strategies were among the top five vote getters including: Parent 
support programs; Early learning/school readiness programs for young children; and Youth 
employment, leadership and development. 

 
5. Meeting with SCPS Superintendent and Leadership Team 

Mr. Bentley reported that he, Gayle Epp and Kathy Carton of EJP Consulting Group, met with Dr. 
Walt Griffin, the Superintendent, and members of the SCPS Leadership team at a meeting  
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coordinated by Education Working Group member and SCPS liaison, Kyle Hughes.  It was an 
encouraging meeting in which the Superintendent and team seemed genuinely interested in what 
we were learning from the Goldsboro community in the Education Working Group.  He asked us to 
present a list of priorities items for SCPS to consider.   
 
Additional discussion points:  
• Jennifer Grant of Early Learning Coalition of Seminole County noted the importance of 

supporting the private providers of Early Childhood Education.  These businesses rely on funding 
for the Pre-K slots that serve 4-year-olds to balance the costs of serving infants.  Currently, 25% 
of preschoolers are served by SCPS and 75% by private providersAs SCPS expands its Pre-K 
offerings, there is significant concern by the private Child Care provides that the district has an 
unfair advantage due to additional resources. She suggested that there needs to be more 
discussion of choice in the district.   

• Latoya Presod reported on a new grassroots initiative she is working on with Pernell Bush of No 
Limits Health & Education as well as the Sherriff’s Office and Eugene Gregory.  This Sanford 
Empowerment Campaign is seeking funding to enlist a small group of young people to walk the 
community and share information with peers and neighbors.  The program also seeks to create 
activities that are not hard to organize but will bring youth together constructively to build 
community such as intramural sports, free community dance, film studies and paint nights.  
They are currently soliciting Florida Blue for resources to kick off the initiative.  Latoya to 
provide a copy of the proposal to the CNI team. 

• The group discussed the challenges of working in an intergenerational community; and the 
importance of sharing information and communicating in a multi-modal way.  For instance, you 
may be able to call and talk with grandmothers that are raising grandchildren by phone; 
however, young moms that are millennials are much more likely to respond to text messages. 

• Tamara Johnson, CNI Project Director, noted that the CNI office is available for use for classes, 
activities and meetings that partners want to hold for Goldsboro residents.   

• In thinking about what should be on the list of priorities for the Superintendent, there was a 
suggestion that scholarships or fee waivers for Kids Zone and Beyond before- and after-school 
programs as well as summer programs be considered. 

• More supports for parents are needed.  Some suggestions include funding parent liaisons, baby 
university or parent university programs.  It was also noted that transportation should be 
provided for parents to attend school-based events as well as para-professionals to watch 
siblings while the parents engage in the activity and/or pizza to for evening meetings that might 
conflict with the dinner hour.  Free books or other give-aways are also helpful as an incentive to 
increase participation.  In addition, the district should consider more community-based events, 
i.e. breakfast at a local church, as a way to reach more parents.   

 
Next Meeting –  Early 2018 (date, time and location to be determined) 
 

For more information about the CNI Planning Process and/or other working groups, visit  
 

Website:  www.ChooseGoldsboro.com 
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/choosegoldsboro 

CNI office at 120 Lexington Green Lane 

http://www.choosegoldsboro.com/
http://www.facebook.com/choosegoldsboro
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