
  

 
 
 

 
 

EDUCATION Working Group Session 
Meeting Notes – 10.11.17 
Participants: (see attached sign in sheets) 
 
 
1. Welcome and Introductions 

Co-chair, Kenneth Bentley of the Goldsboro Front Porch Council and Seminole County Public 
Schools, opened the meeting and facilitated a round of introductions. See attached sign-in sheets 
for list of participants.  

 
2. Review of Meeting Minutes from August 15, 2017 

The minutes for the Education Working Group meeting were provided for participants to review; 
any comments or clarifications to these minutes are welcomed. 
 

3. Review of updated draft matrix for Education strategies 
The updated draft matrix with the additional strategies related to Objective 4: Expand enrollment 
and offerings in after school and summer programs was provided to the group; any comments on 
or suggested edits to the matrix are welcomed. 
 

4. Discussion: Alternative Education Supports 
Many Goldsboro students are struggling to stay on track to graduate high school. What educational 
supports and programming are currently available to support them to graduate on time and ready 
for post-secondary education?  What new opportunities could be/should be made available? 
 
Mike Gaudreau, Executive Director of High School Education, provided the group with an overview 
of Seminole County Public Schools offerings.  Highlights from his presentation include: 

• Magnet schools- are high-quality and innovative education programs that specialize in a 
participate there.  Any student in the district can apply for a magnet school and 
transportation is provided by SCPS.  Space is limited and applications are due in November.  
Two of the district’s magnet schools are in Goldsboro:  Goldsboro Elementary and Crooms 
Academy.   

• Programs of Emphasis- provide structured study centered on a career pathway.  These high 
school programs are open to incoming 9th graders but no transportation is provided.  Some 
of the offerings include:  modeling/simulation; advanced manufacturing and forensics; 
entrepreneurship; culinary arts; cyber security; teaching, learning and leadership; bio 
science; renewable energy; and institute of finance. 

• The Magnet Schools and the Programs of Emphasis do not specifically target at-risk 
students.  However, they offer unique opportunities for students to focus on areas of 
personal interest and participate in exciting non-traditional programming that can be a 
critical step in re-engaging students that may need to get back on track. 
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• PSI High- unlike a traditional high school, this new program to be introduced in 2018, is a 
problem-solving incubator that uses the classroom to solve real world problems.  Students 
build skills and earn credit through authentic projects with business, community and 
government partners. 

• Free PSAT and SAT offered to all students 
• SCPS programs for at-risk students include:   

o Summer school at five school sites  
o Community based programs with certified teachers, like Goldsboro Front Porch 

Council 
o Labs and afterschool programming 
o Virtual school (which actually can be harder for at-risk students that need more one-

on-one attention) 
o Reading and Math interventions for students that have fallen behind 
o Journeys- an alternative high school for students that violated the code of conduct 

and need to be removed from their original school 
o Eugene Gregory- for adjudicated youth to assist them in getting their GED 

• SCPS is also piloting a new program for discipline called restorative practices.  This program 
will require a culture change in how staff interact with students; it is expected to be a 
lengthy implementation working with teacher to buy-in to the new approach. 

 
The group was impressed with the array of offerings at SCPS.  However, there is concern that 
parents and students from Goldsboro are not aware of and/or taking advantage of the many 
programs.  So much of the group discussion was about outreach and engagement.  Suggestions and 
comments included: 

• Creating a webinar recording that explains all of the SCPS offerings that could be played at a 
variety of locations and venues. 

• The need for more Mr. Bentleys, i.e. community liaisons that can share information with 
parents and students.  We need foot soldiers to go to Winn Dixie, the local liquor store, 
under the trees, etc. to talk with parents and youth. 

• How do we work with families that failed in the past and need to develop trust?  What can 
the community offer these parents and students?  How can we create community healing 
for those that are typically not involved in organized programs? 

• How best can we reach Goldsboro households?  Text, email, social media, electronic 
signage- need more of a team effort 

• Noted that many 19 and 20 year-olds are embarrassed to go back to their original school to 
complete their education even though that is an option; instead they prefer to get a GED 
elsewhere, like Seminole State College 

• One participant noted that she is tutoring a 3rd grader that is only reading at a kindergarten 
level.  She wanted to know why this student continued to advance in school without 
mastering basic reading. 

• Mr. Bentley invited Mr. Gaudreau to attend the upcoming WCC meeting on 10/26 and share 
his presentation with the broader Goldsboro community.  He also suggested that the MLK 
Day rally in the park would be another great opportunity for SCPS to share information 
about its programs with the community. 

 
Alvin Mitchell, Assistant Director of Adult Education Student Services, provided an overview of 
services offered by Seminole State College.  Key elements of the program include: 
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• SCC has an 18 credit curriculum (not the typical 24) where students must meet core 
requirements but only need to complete four elective credits instead of ten to receive their 
degree.   

• The program is available to students as young as 17.   
• A TABE is no longer required but applicants need to provide an official transcript.  Classes 

are offered both on-line and in a classroom.   
• Classes are held Monday – Thursday.  Evening classes are available for GED students but not 

for Adult High School students.  On-line classes are offered for both. 
• Students can get up to four credits per semester.  There is a two credit residency 

requirement- meaning even if students only need one credit to graduate, they must 
complete at least two at Seminole State. 

• Some free bus passes are available on a limited basis.  However, a discounted bus pass is 
available to all students. 

• The program is not self-service.  In other words, all students need to meet with an advisor 
for personalize one-on-one counseling before they can register.  

• The cost is a flat rate of $30 per semester regardless of how many classes a student is 
taking. 

• There is a mandatory orientation for both on-line and in-person classes because data shows 
that the success rate is better for students who attend an orientation. 

• There is an attendance policy; if students exceed the permitted number of absences, they 
can be withdrawn 

 
5. Community Fair #3 and HGB Ribbon Cutting 

Tamara Johnson, CNI Project Director, advised the group that the next Community Information Fair 
would be held on Saturday, October 28 from 10:00 to 2:00 on Historic Goldsboro Boulevard 
between Olive and Sheppard.  The event will also serve as a ribbon cutting for the HGB streetscape 
improvements with a short program coordinated by the City taking place at 11:00am.  Three 
feedback exercises are planned to include (1) a visioning exercise, (2) review of a map showing the 
proposed physical improvements in the neighborhood, and (3) two lists of key Neighborhood 
(Connectivity, Community Facilities, and Public Safety) and People strategies (Health, Education and 
Career/Economic Opportunity) for residents to help prioritize.  Partners are invited to set up vendor 
tables to share programming information with residents.  The Sanford Police Department will 
provide the food and the police activities van.  Music and a bounce house are also planned for the 
celebration. 
 

 
Next Meeting –  Wednesday, November 8 at 10am at Goldsboro Front Porch 
 

For more information about the CNI Planning Process and/or other working groups, visit  
 

Website:  www.ChooseGoldsboro.com 
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/choosegoldsboro 

CNI office at 120 Lexington Green Lane 

http://www.choosegoldsboro.com/
http://www.facebook.com/choosegoldsboro







