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CONNECTIVITY Working Group 
Meeting Notes – 07.12.17 
Participants: (see attached sign in sheet) 

 
 

1. Welcome and Introductions 
Co-chair Fred Milch (ECFRPC) opened the meeting and everyone introduced themselves.  

2. Review of Meeting Minutes from June 14, 2017 
The minutes were provided for participants to review; any comments or clarifications to 
these minutes are welcomed. 

 
3. Debrief from the Steering Committee Meeting 

Gale Epp (EJP) and Tamara Johnson gave an overview of the last steering committee 
meeting where a representative from each group updated the committee on their progress 
thus far.  Mr. Eddie Johnson spoke for the connectivity working group and other working 
group reports were also given by Goldsboro citizens.  It was reported that the working 
groups are making progress and are expected to complete their tasks as scheduled. 
 

4. 6/24 Community Information Fair 
Tamara Johnson discussed the Community Information Fair which was held at the Westside 
Community Center.  She said that the group was smaller than the first fair, but the group 
was more knowledgeable of the grant. There were many small discussions going on and 
people were more engaged.  The Housing group was the busiest, and overall, the people at 
the fair were beginning to understand the concept of connectivity.   
 
Jamie Sokos from CPH discussed the Connectivity Working Group findings from the fair and 
a written report was included in the agenda package for this meeting.  She noted that 
children participated in the voting with dots, and this may have skewed the results as they 
may not have had a full understanding of the issues they were voting on. 
 
The gridded street network option received low ratings and it was felt that education was 
needed to inform folks of the benefits of a grid street network.  The different designs, such 
as front-loaded look in Academy Manor vs. the urban look with narrower streets and 
buildings closer to the street, could be visualized through a visual preference survey on the 
website.  This may be done, but website may not be used by all residents. 
 
The option of creating an overlay for Goldsboro was discussed as a planning tool to 
implement the projects.  The various north/south additional corridor options were also 
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discussed.  Chris Smith, city engineer, discussed the city owned property at the end of dead 
end streets and how the city wanted to offer adjacent land owners the option to purchase 
the land and then perhaps develop the lot.  This would end the city’s required maintenance 
and get the land back on the tax rolls. 
 
Based on these discussions, the group brought up some issues.  A sidewalk should be 
installed on the east side of the S. Persimmon Avenue to safely allow children to walk to the 
Westside Community Center.  There is a sidewalk on the west side, but children race from 
where the bus drops them off after school (at corner of 13th and Persimmon) and this is 
perceived as a safety issue. 
 
Connecting Academy Manor to Goldsboro was discussed.  Currently, an informal pathway is 
used and this goes over the railroad tracks and was the site of a recent tragedy where a 
young man was killed.  Even with fencing, it was felt that kids would climb the fence 
because the alternative is to walk several streets away to the crossing at McCracken Road.  
Information was necessary to find out who owns the land and if a crossing for pedestrians 
could be formally approved with a crossing gate. 

 
5. Review draft matrix for Strategies 

Gayle Epp (EJP) explained the updates to the draft matrix.  Changes from the last version 
are indicated in yellow highlight.  Based on the discussions from the meeting, it was agreed 
that alleyways should be included under the second objective.  Lighting of the alley was a 
concern, and the city representative (Chris Smith) noted that any resident could request 
that FPL install a light on a wooden pole, but that the resident would need to pay the 
monthly cost for the electricity for the light.   
 
There was no comment regarding the matrix iteration handed out, which reflected several 
additions from the June meeting. 

  
6. Upcoming Meetings (everyone to bring at least one Goldsboro resident to next meeting) 

A combined meeting for the Connectivity and Community Facilities Working 
Groups is scheduled for Tuesday, August 8, 2017, at 3pm at the Westside 
Community Center, 919 Persimmon Avenue.  We will work on the design and location 
for indoor and outdoor community facilities and the impact on connectivity within 
Goldsboro.   

 
For more information about the CNI Planning Process and/or other working groups, visit  

 

Website:  www.ChooseGoldsboro.com 
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/choosegoldsboro 

CNI Office at 120 Lexington Green Lane 

http://www.choosegoldsboro.com/
http://www.facebook.com/choosegoldsboro
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