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COMMUNITY FACILITITES AND CONNECTIVITY Working Groups 
Meeting Notes – 08.08.17 
Participants: (see attached sign in sheet) 

 
1. Welcome and Introductions and Review of Meeting Minutes from June 14, 2017 

Mr. Britt Henderson, Supervisor for the Westside Community Center, opened the meeting and 
everyone introduced themselves.  Ms. Gayle Epp of EJP Consulting Group explained the reason for 
combining groups and noted that there are several overlapping issues that both groups should 
weigh in on.  She mentioned that the issues that are currently under discussion include alleys, for 
sale housing v. rental and where will community facilities be located.   

2. Review of Meeting Minutes from June 14, 2017 
Ms. Gayle Epp of EJP Consulting Group noted that the minutes from both the Community Facilities 
and Connectivity Working Groups were included in the information packet on everyone’s table.  She 
asked that they be reviewed so everyone could be brought up to date and to see if there were any 
additions or corrections that needed to be made.   

 
3. Presentation by Javier Omana from CPH 

Gayle Epp (EJP) introduced Mr. Javier Omana who gave a PowerPoinr presentation (available at 
www.choosegoldsboro.com under Meetings/Working Groups/Community Facilities/Aug 8).  The 
presentation discussed the location for connections within Goldsboro and how they are important 
for getting around Goldsboro as well as getting in and out of the area.   

 The Persimmon flyover was discussed and how it needs to have sidewalks, landscaping to 
humanize the area.  Other priorities included the flyover over 17-92 as a first priority and SR 46 
as a secondary priority.  Comparable costs are from $5-8.5 million for a flyover, depending on 
the length and amenities added.   

 The need for reinstituting the grid system on the southern SHA parcels was acknowledged to 
provide eyes on the street and a better urban fabric.  This is current design practice known as 
“traditional neighborhood design.” The extension of 10th street westward was discussed. Shelia 
asked asked if other options to the grid system had been explored. Commissioner Williams said 
the grid system would back to the original design prior to SHA ownership. 

 Connection from 13th across Persimmon to Academy Manor is desirable but difficult to attain. 
The challenge is dealing with private property at 13th Street. Javier suggested that best location 
for a safe pedestrian crossing is at 15th Street (also a major intersection). 

 Railroad tracks split Goldsboro into north and south subneighborhoods and are seen as a major 
impediment. There is only one north/south connector in the middle of the neighborhood – 
Pecan Street – which should become a “complete street”. FDOT would prohibit adding another 
RR crossing at Olive unless three other crossings were eliminated. It is important that the new 
Pomegranate flyover be designed as an asset for improved connections in the community. 

 Mr. Omana presented some block designs that showed alleys or common green space behind 
some of the buildings. The pros and cons of alleys were discussed.  The cost difference will be 
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presented at the next meeting.  Some opined that the alley cost a lot of valuable space while 
others thought it provided a good alternative for parking and delivery of services (trash pickup); 
others thought it might contribute to crime but we need more data to confirm that.  All new 
subdivisions in the city today are not built with allyways.  The Avalon Park example was given as 
a good way alleys can work (see if we can get some photos of these alleyways). CPH designs 
show a 20 ft. wide alley while the city currently requires only 14 ft. If garages are put in front on 
house (instead of off alleyways in back) where is the porch and what happens to the goal of 
‘eyes on the street’? Garages at front send message that cars are more important than 
pedestrians. 

 Townhouses are best for singles/empty nesters. Families not like to use garage for cars; will use 
garage for extra space, storage and could become potential eye sore. 

 Mr. Omana discussed options for the Henderson tract with two different designs.  He explained 
that the parcel was 2.2 acres and owned by the City of Sanford.  The only stipulation was that it 
had to be used for a public purpose.  The use as a welcome center and community resource 
center was favorably received by the group.  Two options were presented. The preferred design 
(B) consisted of three buildings which meant that it could be constructed in phases.  The new 
buildings are located along 13th Street with parking to the side and in back; 78 parking spaces 
were included in the preferred design.  Goldsboro Front Porch could move there, along with 
numerous community support functions like computer lab, classrooms, offices for service 
providers, etc. A preliminary space program for two 6,000 SF modules was presented to 
illustrate what could be accommodated in the space modules.  Comm Williams thought this 
Option B was a good potential location for the GFPC. TThe Henderson location was discussed as 
a good element to welcome everyone to the neighborhood.   

 The old Front Porch site was redesigned by CPH to hold a required 10 parking spaces which left 
room for only a 2,500 SF building (no bigger than the current GFPC trailer). GFPC has outgrown 
their current space. What will happen to this site if GFPC moves to the Henderson site. The Art 
park next door is currently used for community events. 

 Mr. Omana presented several complete street scenarios for S. Mulberry, West 8th Street, W. 10th 
Street and South Pecan.  All showed sidewalks, trees, bicycle considerations and some transit 
shelters.   

 Other things that were discussed and added to the priority list including a splash pad.  
Discussion ensued regarding a swimming pool, though a desired amenity it is unlikely to occur in 
the near future due to construction and maintenance costs.  Soccer and ball fields were also 
discussed.  A commissary kitchen was deemed very important and good for economic 
development.  It can be as small as 800 square feet so should be doable.  Need to explore 
Darden partnership; Oviedo example; Advantage restaurant supply store, etc.  Mr. Thomas to 
talk with entrepreneurs regarding possible changes to city regulations for commissary kitchens.  

 Need to start preparing cost estimates for each of these recommendations so community can 
start to prioritize improvements. 

 
4. Information for the next meeting dates  

Ms. Epp mentioned that the other meetings this month would be at the Public Safety Complex 

community Room.  Mr. Brown and Ms. Johnson noted that the August 2017 newsletter was 
amended to reflect the change in venue.   
September meeting dates need to be confirmed but are targeted for September 11-13th. 
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For more information about the CNI Planning Process and/or other working groups, visit  
 

Website:  www.ChooseGoldsboro.com 

Facebook:  www.facebook.com/choosegoldsboro 
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